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TOMORROW’S LEADERS TODAY   
 
Above, LSCC Honors College members take a group photo in support of the Go Red for Women Campaign. 
Go Red for Women is the American Heart Association’s national movement to end heart disease and stroke 
in women.  Go Red for Women provides many opportunities for women everywhere to learn the facts about 
heart disease. According to www. healthfinder.gov, heart disease is the leading cause of death for men and 
women in the United States. Every year, one out of four deaths is caused by heart disease.   
 
Pictured above (back row, left to right): Mr. Weymon Holloway (Honors College Director), Ja’Kira Jackson, 
Brianna Kimbrough, Hunter Brown, Latreyana Parker, Cameron Hale, Melissa Knight, and Frank Gonzalez.  
Front row, left to right: Itzel Mendoza, Whitley Hinkle, Shanda Whitten, Erika Baskerville, Dr. Shawanda 
Thomas (Honors College Co-Director), Karl Pruitt, Jr., and Terry McCollough (Honors College Students). 

TOMMORROW ’S LEADERS TODAY     
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Mr. Weymon Holloway—Director, LSCC Honors College 
 

This spring marks the completion of our 3rd year of        

development with the Honors College.  Looking back on 

lessons learned and the progress that has been made, I am 

encouraged by the opportunities the program has presented 

to our students and even more encouraged by our students’ 

investment in making the program a positive reflection of 

their character and capabilities.  This semester, our        

students, for the first time, presented research proposals at 

the Southern Regional Honors Council (SRHC)           

Conference in Orlando, FL.  By participating, our students 

continued their development as scholars by making positive contributions to the 

world of academia.  Furthermore, they established friendships with like-minded 

students from across the region and helped to shed light on the quality of students 

within our program.  I have no doubt that experiences like this have contributed to 

our Gamma Cohort being the largest group of inductees (36) the Honors College 

has had since its  inception.  As long as the student body continues to express a 

strong interest in the program, and we continue to see positive signs of                

development within our members, then we’re confident that the Honors College is 

having a significant impact on the lives of our students and the community at large. 

 

Dr. Shawanda Thomas—Co-Director, LSCC Honors College 
 

I am excited to report that the Honors College is growing 

and thriving.  The Gamma Cohort included 36 inductees, 

our highest number of inductees yet. We have               

implemented several competition teams to include the 

Scholars Bowl, Forensics/Debate, and Mathematics.  And, 

we are making strides to hopefully soon travel              

internationally.  Our students are also initiating service 

projects, obtaining full academic  scholarships to top   

universities, and are developing as leaders right before our 

eyes!  It’s quite amazing to see.   In addition, some of our 

students are motivated to complete research on their own 

as a result of observing other honors students at the SRHC 

Conference in Orlando, Florida...this is considerable progress from where we   

started just 3 years ago.  We appreciate all that the faculty, staff, and administration 

do on a daily basis to foster an environment conducive to our students’ growth.  We 

know it takes sacrifice of time, talent, and energy to help others, but from           

experience, it is usually equally rewarding in the end. So, on behalf of the Honors 

College, thank you for your dedication, sacrifice, and service! 

 
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
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for providing the vision for the Honors College and his  unyielding drive to provide 
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Dr. Bruce Crawford, Vice President for Instructional Programs and Mrs. Sharon 
Crews, Vice President for Administrative and Student Services for their support. 
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Honors College Mission 
 

Lawson State Community College Honors College     
aspires to offer an engaging educational experience 
that cultivates academic excellence to ultimately    
produce a student who is culturally diverse and civic-
minded with a global perspective. The Honors College 
is dedicated to providing an atmosphere that           
promotes critical thought and team-building through 
a variety of collaborative experiences. Through these 
initiatives, the Honors College empowers the student 
to embrace intellectual challenges, to champion civic 
responsibilities, and to actively participate and         
positively contribute to a global society.  
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HONORS COURSES   
 

The PTK (Phi Theta Kappa) Humanities courses,       

specifically HUM 299A, 299B, and 299C, are 1-credit 

each and required for Honors College students to receive 

honors college distinction. Honors faculty, who have 

received honors training, are still encouraged to teach 

honors courses in their respective areas if they prefer. 

The honors curriculum is specifically  centered around 

problem-based learning techniques designed to equip, 

engage, and empower the 21st century student, in      

support of our QEP.  Emphasis is placed on technology 

use, collaborative assignments, communication skills, 

and global connections through social media. 

Do you have questions about the     
Honors College?  E-mail us. 

To learn more about the Honors         
College, visit the website:  
www. lawsonstate.edu                      
Click on the Quick Links tab and 
search for the “Honors College.” 
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Honors Course 
Highlight 

 

Course:  PTK HUM 299 (Honors Humanities)   

 

Instructor: Mrs. Rebecca Duncan 
   
        

Description:  

The PTK HUM 299 series exposes Honors students to a wide 

array of enriching cultural and academic experiences while  

honing their leadership skills, expanding their sense of        

community, and engaging them in broader fields of study      

beyond their major.   The Spring A and B courses are sequential 

mini terms, each with its own book study related to a specific 

Honors College pillar.  The class on Community Service studies 

the life of Dr. Paul Farmer, the “man who could cure the world” 

by changing how tuberculosis is treated; the class on          

Scholarship reads The Pact, which is about the promise three 

young men make to reach their dream.  In addition to         

meaningful dialogue about the books which culminates in a 

presentation at the end of each term, students go on field trips 

and engage in special seminar topics, such as Social Media 

analysis, Dante’s Inferno, and What Makes Something Art, 

from various instructors.   

According to the National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC), one of the basic  
characteristics of a fully-developed Honors Program is "the honors program, in     
distinguishing itself from the rest of the institution, serves as a kind of laboratory 
within which faculty can try things they have always wanted to try but for which they 
could find no suitable outlet.  When such efforts are demonstrated to be successful, 

they may well become institutionalized thereby raising the general level of education within the college or         
university for all students..."  

Above: Ja’Kira Jackson presents in the 
PTK course. 

At the Bessemer Museum— From Left to Right:       
Cameron Hale, Hunter Wooten, Frank Gonzalez,      

Aisha Tarrant, and Paul Franklin 

Above: Students in the PTK course 
visit the Birmingham Museum of Art. 

Students in the Honors College are expected to participate in scheduled service 

projects throughout the semester, actively compete in one or more of the LSCC            

competitive academic teams (Quiz Bowl, Forensics/Debate team, etc.) and make a 

minimum of one major presentation.   
 

Cameron Hale | Major: Mathematics 
 
“The A and B part of new PTK Humanities class was a great experience. The class 

offered meaningful mind expanding information about all sorts of different       

subjects. The class helped sharpen my knowledge for Scholars Bowl competitions 

as well as learning about Haiti's history. The class not only offered new and      

enlightening information but gave Honors College students the opportunity to 

work together and get to know each other better in an academic setting. I truly  

enjoyed the A and B part of this class, and I am now enrolled in the C part. I     

encourage everyone in the Honors College, and anyone else who may be interested 

in this class, to sign up. It has been a great experience.” 
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PTK 299 Course Seminar Series 
Workshop with Dr. Ann Swanberg,  

LSCC English Instructor 
 
On March 18, 2016, Dr. Ann Swanberg (English Instructor at 
Lawson State) presented a seminar in the PTK 299B course on 
the importance of reading to children (which provides a strong 
foundation for future scholarship).   Below are reflections from 
students enrolled in the course: 

 
Cameron Hale | Major: Mathematics 
“My idea for a service project for Dr. Swanberg's focus on   
reading to infants would be to take this information to students in 
high school. Not everyone will make it to a college and get this 
information, so the next people to have babies will be the high 
schoolers going straight into the workforce. When I was in high 
school, I had no clue that reading at infancy was so important, 
and I think raising awareness in a high school environment 
would be a good step of prevention for the cause. While this 
does not mainly target people with young children, it would be 
targeting the next group of people having kids, thus improving 
the chances that the next generation of infants will be read to.” 

 
Paul Franklin | Major: Communications Studies 
“In the decade of video games and smartphones, who really 
reads books anymore. However, although video games and 
smartphones are fun, we still need to inspire young kids to focus 
more on books than video games and smartphones.  I think a  
creative way to help inspire children to read is to create our own 
specials books. For example, we can create short stories on   
posters, and we can also become the characters. Yes, I mean 
dress up as characters from our short stories or other short stories 
from authors and give them a performance. Not only are children 
gaining the benefits of reading but also pushing them to use their 
imagination which is important for their reading comprehension 
skills. We can make reading interesting enough for children to 
want to read on their own.” 

 
Hunter Wooten | Major: Media Production 
“Kids falling behind in literacy is a major problem that isn't    
being addressed enough in the public school system, at least not 
where I'm from. I propose that we set up a date to visit 2nd and 
3rd grade classrooms to read to children and have them read to 
us. The children would be happy to get a break from common 
schoolwork and would be able to get one on one reading time 
with some of the brightest minds our college has to offer. It 
could be a great experience for anyone in the Honors College 
wanting to get into childhood education, and it would benefit 
everyone with the satisfaction of helping a child understand 

PTK Students team up for a reading exercise during  
Dr. Swanberg’s workshop 

    Guest presenter, Dr. Ann Swanberg, leads the 
literacy workshop in the PTK 299 course. 

Richard Cribbs presents in the PTK course. 

Aisha Tarrant | Major: Biomedical Science 
“An idea I thought of was to have reading seminars at the homeless shelters that my church or school could do as a 
service project. One activity that my church does is tutor and clothe homeless children and sometimes we even  
tutor older adults that want their GED. So, maybe we could get together a group of people that have a love for 
reading to all ages and make up a monthly or bi-weekly activity to read to the homeless and less literate.” 
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The “Project Hope” initiative was the first student led 

community service project by members of the Honors 

College, from inception to culmination. The Directors 

were especially proud of the Honors College participants 

for taking on this initiative.  For two months, the students 

collected donations (clothes, food, and other supplies) as 

a part of their Clothes and Food Drive on campus for the 

Hope House (in Birmingham, Alabama) which supplies 

food, clothes, and shelter to homeless teens.   

 

On Saturday, February 20, 2016, honors college students 

met at Hope House to present donations and other       

purchased items.  They also helped to organize clothes 

and complete other household chores.  The following  

students participated in this service project: Hunter 

Brown, Kayla Crenshaw,  Erica Clayton, Frank         

Gonzalez, Sonya Haines, Whitney Hinkle, Ja’Kira    

Jackson, Terry McCollough, Melissa Knight, and   

Latreyana Parker. 
 
 

One of the essential pillars 

of the Honors College is  

community service.  We 

pride ourselves on fostering 

an altruistic approach to 

student learning.  So, while 

we work to grow students 

academically, the Honors 

College is also focused on 

connecting students to their 

community and  giving back.   
 

Community Service  

The Honors College at Lawson State Community College 

(LSCC) seeks students who have an awareness of the 

plight of others and desire to make a difference through 

community service projects.  As such, the program has 

established partnerships with community organizations, 

such as Habitat for Humanity, in the efforts to serve the 

community.  Students also may endeavor to make an   

impact on-campus through numerous mentoring, tutoring, 

and teacher-assisting opportunities. 

 

Above: Honors College members pose for a pic after presenting donations 
to Hope House—Left to right: Frank Gonzalez, Melissa Knight, Ja’Kira 
Jackson, Sonya Haines, Kayla Crenshaw, Hunter Brown, Whitney Hinkle, 
and Latreyana Parker 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Above: Volunteers organize books -Left to right: Frank Gonzalez,  
Terry McCollough, and Hunter Brown 

Above: Volunteers separate donations into categories -Left to right: 
Whitney Hinkle, Ja’Kira Jackson, and Latreyana Parker 
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              PROJECT HOPE 

LSCC Honors College students volunteer at the Hope House for 
homeless teens. 

Melissa Knight and Sonya Haines, Honors College volunteers, organize 
clothing for the Hope House. 

Honors College participants organize donations and purchased items 

Reflections from Honors College Volunteers: 
 
Kayla Crenshaw| Major: Pre-Optometry 
“I recently took part in a service activity called ‘Project 

Hope.’ Personally, this was one of the most humbling 

things that I have ever experienced. Not only were we 

able to donate a variety of different items, but we also 

got to help organize the clothing closet, food pantry, 

and bath supplies. Some of the items we donated were 

clothing, nonperishable foods, drinks, and personal  

hygiene items. Many of us swept, mopped, and       

sanitized as well. I believe we all left with a different 

attitude and outlook on life. Project Hope helped me to 

realize that I was making a difference, WE were    

making a difference. It is our duty as Honors College 

members to be a light in the dark parts of the world. 

We are the future leaders of society and part of being a 

leader is committing selfless acts of kindness and    

giving back to the community!” 

 

Frank Gonzalez| Major: Pre-Veterinary Medicine 

“Project Hope was not only my first service project 

while being a part of the honors college, but it also 

opened my eyes to all the opportunities that we miss to 

do good in our communities. Project Hope is a day 

shelter facility where they help the homeless and at risk 

youth. They provide necessities like food, water,  

showers, and hygiene supplies. They also provide a 

few leisure activities like books and board games. In      

addition to this, they provide teens with interviewing 

skills and other training.  

 

While the Honors College was there, we spent two to 

three hours cleaning around the facility and organizing 

the food donations and clothes donations. It was very    

enjoyable knowing that we were making a difference in 

helping this great project become even better. The best 

part of  [this experience] was getting to talk to the    

Directors of the Hope House. They truly did [express] 

hope in the kids which I am sure, in turn, gives the 

youth hope but it gave all of us at the honors college 

hope for a better world. I do believe this is the reason 

they named it  Project Hope.” 
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Read about the students’ experiences getting inducted. 
 
Adriene Gadsden | Major: Computer Science 
“I will never forget how proud I felt that morning waking 
up and getting ready for the induction.  I was so excited 
and nervous at the same time.  Today is the day that I will 
truly be a member of Honors College Gamma Cohort at 
Lawson State.  In addition, I want to win the election as 
secretary of the organization.  The ceremony was         
awesome.  Our speaker, Mr. Cedric Sparks, was very    
inspiring and understood the leadership role as an honors 
student.  As it was time to induct the Gamma Cohort, I 
saw the pride and joy in Mr. Holloway’s and Dr. Thomas’ 
faces as they were getting ready to announce each      
member. I felt joy as I received the Four Pillars medal  and  
service pin for the Honors College, as I am the Secretary.   
This was a prestigious event.  I most definitely will not 
forget how honored I am to be a part of the Honors       
College.  After I received my duties as a member and    
officer, I proudly recited our Honors College Oath.  I 
thank Dr. Thomas and Mr. Holloway so much for their 
guidance.  They have shown me four keys to success that I 
will utilize for the rest of my life.” 
 
Ryan King | Major: Pre-Med 
 

“The Lawson State Honors college induction ceremony 
was everything a scholar could dream about. To start, the 
guest speaker, Mr. Cedric Sparks, was very inspirational. 
He made it a point to say that each of us should not be   
inspired to do well, but also to do good for our community.  
I enjoyed having all of my family, friends, peers, and 
teachers attend the induction ceremony.  They all want the 
best for me and told me how proud they were of my      
accomplishment.  My sister and I were inducted the same 
day only moments apart, so that made the whole            
experience even more special. I was also sworn in as the 
Public Relations Chair for the Honors College.  The best 
part of the whole experience was saying/reciting the     
honors college oath and chant.  I am proud to say that I am 
a member of the Lawson State Honors College Gamma 
Cohort!” 
      

Members of Beta Cohort’s Leadership Team 

Induction Week-Honors College Inductees meet to practice  
before induction day and have a little fun as well 

Theme: Tomorrow’s Leaders Today 

Date: Friday, April 8, 2016 
Guest Speaker: Cedric D. Sparks, Sr. 
Executive Director of the Division of Youth Services  

The new inductees wait enthusiastically for the ceremony to 
begin. 
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Gamma Cohort Major Leadership  

Avery Banks  Media Production  1. 

Erika Baskerville  Business Administration Vice President 2. 

Shakara Boles Psychology  3. 

Malik Bothwell Biology  4. 

James Brinkley Mathematics  5. 

Hunter Brown Business Administration  6. 

Erica Clayton Business  7. 

8. Earlandrea Coleman  Biology  

9. Kayla Crenshaw Optometry Event Planning Chair 

10. Richard Cribbs III Mathematics President 

11. Julian Dill Biology  

12. Paul Franklin Mass Communications  

13. Adriene Gadsden Computer Science Secretary 

14. Frank Gonzalez Veterinarian Historian 

15. Cameron Hale Mathematics Treasurer 

16. Whitney Hinkle Pre-Veterinary Medicine  

17. Ja’Kira Jackson Mechanical Engineering  

18. Jessica Jones  Physical Therapy  

19. Amber King Social Work Service Chair 

20. Ryan King Pre-Med Public Relations Chair 

21. Melissa Knight English/Language Arts Ed  

22. Bailey Ledbetter Criminal Justice  

23. Itzel Mendoza Biology  

24. Latreyana Parker Computer Science  

25. Karl Pruitt, Jr. Biology  

26. Adrienne Stroud Social Work  

27. Aisha Tarrant Biomedical Science  

28. Shavette Thompson Engineering  

29. Kaitlyn Vining Dental Hygiene  

30. Donzella Washington Social Work Chaplain 

31. Brianna Welch Business Administration  

32. Brittany Welch Nursing  

33. Shanda Whitten Nursing  

34. Torilyn Williams Commercial Arts  

35. Treasury Williams Health Science  

36. Hunter Wooten  Media Production  

Congratulations to the Gamma Cohort of the Lawson State Honors College!  
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Erika Baskerville| Major: Business Administration 
 
“The Business Empowerment Symposium in Selma, AL exposed me to entrepreneurs who started out with a 
dream and made it into a reality.  The panel was made up of 4 successful Black business owners.  The advice they 
gave opened my eyes to business and also sent me a personal message to never give up.  Without being a member 
of the Honors College, I wouldn’t have had this great experience.  This was my first time in Selma, Alabama.  
The spirit of African-American greatness filled the room, and I’m sure it had an impact on everyone no matter 
what race.” 
 
Julian Dill | Major: Biology 
 
“The moment I got the news that we were taking a trip to Selma, I knew right then and there that I was in for a 
treat. I had been through Selma a couple of times in my young lifetime, but I never had the opportunity to spend 
time partaking in any of the events there. I had an awesome time just being in Selma at the time of the Jubilee. I 
met a number of awesome individuals and entrepreneurs of major companies who were both of good spirit and 
they were easy to approach and converse with. I was fortunate to get some photos with great men and women 
along with their business cards, so you could imagine how honored I felt to have such a wonderful opportunity. 
Overall, I had a grand time visiting Selma to commemorate the Jubilee!!! Thank you,  Dr. Thomas, and             
Mr. Holloway!” 

 
Adrienne Stroud| Major: Social Work 
 
“On March 4, 2016,  I was honored to travel to one of the most well known and historical cities in Alabama.  The 
51st Annual March on Selma was both an educational and invaluable experience as an African-American wom-
an.”  I really enjoyed seeing accomplished African Americans come together to remember the past and celebrate 
the future.” 
 
Brianna Welch| Major: Business Administration 
 
“I loved this trip...I loved how Dennis Kimbro spoke...When he 
talked about the old lady that started working at age 8 and   
didn’t stop until age 84 and saved every penny she had...that 
was powerful.”   
 
Brittany Welch| Major: Nursing 
 
“I had a very rewarding experience going to Selma and listen-
ing to the various panels.  My favorite panel had to be when the 
business owners said they may have heard some no’s, but they 
did not let that stop them from succeeding and reaching for the 
stars.  That will continue to stick with me.  I will not let any 
failure keep me down.” 

Selma, Alabama | Friday, March 4, 2016 
 
The 51st Anniversary of the Annual Selma Bridge Crossing Celebration was held March 3-5, 2016, in Selma, 
AL. The week of activities featured celebrity guests, key figures, and live entertainment profiled during four 
world-class events to include the City of Selma’s Welcome Reception, the Business Empowerment Symposium, 
the Transformational Gala, and the Super Jam 2016. Members of the Honors College served as honorary escorts 
at these historic events.  Read about their experiences below:   

Students take a picture with Mr. Steve Hightower, President & 
CEO of Hightowers Petroleum Company  
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Guest Speaker:  
Dr. Jeff Gray 
 
Seminar:  
Computer Science and Coding 
 

UA’s Computer Science Professor, Dr. Gray, demonstrates the        
importance of coding.  Students learned how coding is essential to the 
development of commonly used technologies like mobile apps and 
robotics.  He also shared with students the vast opportunities available 
in careers like software engineering and computer science. 

Guest Speaker:  
Dorian Waluyn 

 

Seminar:  
Connecting Service to your Professional Goals 
 
Mr. Dorian Waluyn is the College Transfer Coordinator at Lawson State 
Community College.  This seminar, his second for the Honors College, 
focused on how our students could make connections between service  
opportunities and their professional goals.  After the seminar, participants 
had to write an essay about their experiences participating in a specific 
service opportunity and applying for a specific internship/scholarship   
opportunity. 

 

The Honors College meetings are used as an opportunity to provide honor students with information regarding possible career paths, 
scholarships/internships, and other opportunities.  Guest speakers are scheduled during most honors college meetings to equip, engage, 
and empower our Honors College students with the most relevant resources available for college transfer students. 

Curriculum Engineering Quiz Bowl Debate Model UN 

Dr. Ann Swanberg 
Rebecca Duncan 

Dr. Charles Fowler 

Naila Jaraysi 
Dr. Calvin Briggs 

Weymon Holloway 

Matthew West 
Venita Tubbs 
Sandra Hall 

 

Melanie Wilson 
Rebecca Duncan 
Shelly Millender 

Vyavuka Masi Masi 
Gregory Wilson 

Dr. Rhonda Branch 

REU’s Math Community Outreach International Experiences Campus Coordinator 

Dr. Calvin Briggs 
Dr. Tracey Wilson 

Dr. Charles Fowler 
Naila Jaraysi 

Darlene Martin 
Dr. Shawanda Thomas 

Dr. Jo-Lynne Clayton Dr. Rhonda Branch 
Dr. Nadejda Lopatina 

Dr. Rhonda Branch 
Shelly Millender 

In an effort to leverage the expertise of LSCC faculty, an Honors Advisory Team was established within the Honors College.  Below 
are the faculty and their specific areas of expertise.  Thank you, Honors Advisory Team, for maximizing opportunities for our students!  
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The Southern Regional Honors Council annual conference features 

opportunities for honors students from across the southeast to    

present scholarly research.  This year’s theme was The Magic of 

Honors. The 16 LSCC Honors College members who attended the 

conference were able to explore some very unique topics through 

workshops during the conference. Three of those students, Itzel 

Mendoza, Terry McCollough, and Julian Dill, presented research 

(see descriptions of their research on  the right).  Read about the 

participants’ experiences below:   

Hunter Brown| Major: Business Administration 

“This was my first conference with the Honors College, and I can 
honestly say that it was a very enjoyable experience.  I was able to 
attend some very interesting seminars with topics such as how  
Netflix affects students’ productivity, “White Privilege 101,” and 
how selfies correlate to narcissism.  I enjoyed getting to know my 
fellow honors students and was really inspired to do some research 
on my own. 

Julian Dill | Major: Biology 
                                                            
“This trip has been the best spring break I have ever had!  I really 
enjoyed attending the Southern Regional Honors Conference     
because it granted me the opportunity to share my research and  
also [network] with total strangers and other fellow honors         
students.  Though I am not a huge Harry Potter fan, I think the 
theme [of the conference]  was well executed in how everything 
flowed together (including the theme park arrangements). Being 
that this is my last trip with the Honors College and Lawson in 
general, this time for me was truly bittersweet…” 

 

Orlando, Florida 
March 31-April 2, 2016 

Itzel Mendoza (Biology) 
Research Title: Dvl2 mutation causing variations of heart 

defects in DiGeorge Syndrome patients  

Terry McCollough (Biology) 
Research Title: Protein expression of ATP Synthase  

regulators in pressure-overload induced cardiac  
hypertrophy 

Julian Dill (Biomedical Engineering) 
Research Title: Molecular Mechanisms for  

Thrombospondin 1-Induced Calreticulin Recruitment 
of LRP1 for Signaling Complex Formation  

The Honors College poses for a picture before being whisked off to the  
conference sessions for the day 
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Downtown 
Disney— 
Observers 
participate in 
a fun rap  
battle contest 
in the middle 
of Downtown 
Disney. 

Latreyana Parker | Major: Computer Science 

“My experience at the conference was like no other.  The 
conference was full of different learning opportunities.  My 
most memorable session was “Pretty for a Black Girl: The 
Impact of Colorism Amongst African American         
Women.”  [The student presenter] talked about how       
African-American women are oppressed by many different 
races including African-American men based on their 
looks, names and even hair style.  This session was so 
memorable because there were people from all over who 
sat in a room and exchanged ideas on a particular subject.  
Overall, this experience was phenomenal.” 

Jakyra Reynolds | Major: Criminal Justice 
“My experience was amazing! Every aspect of the trip was 
both educational and entertaining.  Most of the   panels from 
the conference I attended were how others generalize a race, 
gender, or country.  Learning how  others viewed white   
privilege, women wearing makeup, and how the media      
affects the black males’ dating preference changed my      
perspective on how society views different situations.  I    
absolutely loved Sea World.  Ocean life was always a curios-
ity of mine.  Universal Studios Islands of Adventure was an 
A+ on my list of theme parks.  I will never forget this trip and 
the people I shared it with.” 
 

Adrienne Stroud | Major: Social Work 

“The trip to Orlando, FL was very educational, and            
exhilarating.  The workshops were phenomenal and           
academically uplifting.” 

Donzella Washington | Major: Social Work                                                              

“This conference experience has been awesome for me.  I 
enjoyed the sessions on ‘The Relevance of HBCUs,’ ‘White 
Privilege,’ and the session about African music.  The fellow-
ship with members of our group has been a time of bonding.” 

Brittany Welch| Major: Nursing 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the different sessions at this            
conference.  There were so many intriguing topics that were 
being presented.  I loved that they were presented by college 
students like me, and they all did an outstanding job.  A few 
sessions discussed controversial topics which made me so 
much more engaged in the  information.  It motivated me to 
defy the norm and not be afraid to speak out on controversial 
topics such as “White Privilege.”  We not only learned a lot, 
but we also had the opportunity to visit Universal Studios and 
Sea World.  I appreciate being able to attend this trip.  Thank  
you.”                                                                 

A Harry Potter-themed conference brought out the kid in 
everyone. 

               Visiting Sea World was educational and fun.  

Hunter Brown 
enjoys the  
entertainment 
at Universal 
Studios. 
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SCHOLARS BOWL 
At the community college level, quiz bowl is a competitive, 
academic, interscholastic activity for which players attend    
periodic practices and then represent their school at varsity 
tournaments. Those tournaments may be based on the school’s 
athletic conference or state, but, in most cases, they are open to 
all schools able to make the trip. Quiz bowl questions range 
over the entire spectrum of a community college                   
curriculum and also include a certain amount of current events, 
sports, and popular culture. The matches feature a blend of   
individual competition and team collaboration since no         
individual player is likely to be an expert in all subject  areas. 
Quiz bowl can reinforce classroom lessons and also encourage 
players to go beyond  their majors to master other areas as well.   
Contact: Mr. Matthew West 
E-mail: mwest@lawsonstate.edu 
Phone: (205) 929-6322 

Above: The Scholars Bowl Team– Left to right: JaKira    
Jackson, Richard Cribbs, Sonya Haines, Melissa Knight, 
Cameron Hale, Jakyra Reynolds, and Itzel Mendoza. 

Above: Speech & Debate teammates, Sonya Haines and 
Richard Cribbs, perform a dramatic recitation. 

SPEECH & DEBATE 
Did you hear about LSCC’s Intramural Speech Tournament? 
The event was held on  November 17, 2015 and consisted of a 
Preliminary Round and Final Round.  The categories included:  
1. Informative Speaking (5-7 minutes)  
2. Persuasive Speaking(5-7 minutes)  
3. Oral Interpretation (Poem or Dramatic selection)  
Students had to present their speech in the preliminary round 
before a panel of judges and other competitors.  Students who 
were chosen as finalists presented again on November 19, 2015 
in the ACATT auditorium before an audience. Students were     
allowed to enter two categories. Students interested in        
competing in these types of scholarly activities and faculty   
interested in judging should contact Mrs. Melanie Wilson, 
Speech & Debate Coach.  
Contact: Mrs. Melanie Wilson 
E-mail:  mcwilson@lawsonstate.edu  
Phone: (205) 929-2029 

MATHEMATICS 
The new edition to the competition teams under the umbrella of the Honors College is the math team,  the “Prime 
Examples.”  AlaMATYC will be hosting its 1st Mathematics Competition on Saturday, October 8, 2016, and 
Lawson State is currently recruiting eager  students who love mathematics and want to participate in these type of 
scholarly activities. Students who have taken Calculus or higher at either the high school level or college level are 
especially encouraged to join. 
Contact: Dr. Shawanda Thomas 
E-mail: sthomas@lawsonstate.edu 
Phone: (205) 929-3443 

The Honors College implemented several competition teams on campus since 
its inception in 2014, namely the Scholars (Quiz) Bowl, Speech & Debate, and 
Math Teams.  Read all about them below: 

Math Team Participants: James Brinkley, 
Richard Cribbs, Cameron Hale, Mohamed 
Jalloh, Ajie Mboob, Amber Venable, and  
Javain Whitt 

https://www.naqt.com/cc/distribution.jsp
https://www.naqt.com/cc/distribution.jsp
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Mr. Roosevelt Williams, Graphic Art and Communications instructor, 
hosted the Annual Blue Tape Art Show on Sunday, April 10, 2016.  The 
theme was “Blue is the New Black.”  Students from the Graphic Art 
Communications and Computer Aided Drafting & Design Department 
showcased their art all over the walls of Building B on the Bessemer 
campus. Graphic illustrations were created using blue painters tape and a 
special feature for this year was the incorporation of LIVE ART which 
were student models.  Honors College member, Hugo Garcia (see picture 
on the right), became art for a day.  In viewing the human art, you can’t 
deny his creativity.  Honors College member, Torilyn Williams, also   
created a piece for the art show (see below) entitled “Yes, I bite. I’m a 
tiger.” 
 
 
 
The LSCC Learning Resource Centers celebrates Black History month 
each year by featuring the original art of faculty, staff, and students in 
their Black History Month Art Exhibit. Several pieces were showcased 
from Honors College member, Adrienne Stroud.  On April 28th, 
Adrienne also hosted her very own “Historical African Warrior Queen 
Art Expose.” 
 
 

Hugo Garcia becomes art for a day.  

Look at who was invited into UA’s Honors College! 
Congratulations, Ms. Sonya Haines, for being accepted 
in UA’s Honors College. 
 
One of the goals of the Honors College at LSCC is that 
students not only successfully transition to 4-year      
institutions but also continue to be a part of the Honors 
College established at their particular institution of 
choice. 

Torilyn Williams stands next to her 
piece, “Yes, I bite. I’m a tiger.” 

Adrienne Stroud showcases her pieces in the LSCC 
Learning Resource Center for Black History 
Month. 

Adrienne Stroud sends 
thank you notes to all  
attendees 
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Traveling to the University Alabama  
For the past two years, the University of Alabama has awarded  
honors college students with presidential scholarships.  For that  
reason, the Honors College deemed it important to take a trip to 
Tuscaloosa to explore the renowned institution each year.  March 9, 
2016 was a very beautiful day to walk the quad.  Below are         
student reflections from the trip and pictures from their experience 
on campus: 

 

Erika Baskerville 
“Touring the University of Alabama with the Honors College was 
great!  Our tour guide gave us in-depth info about scholarships,   
majors/minors, and student involvement.  Transferring from a   
community college to a university, such as UA, seems like a huge 
step, but I feel that I could handle it.  Overall, this tour [encouraged] 
me to get comfortable with a  bigger university, become involved, 
and continue to excel in my studies.” 

Melissa Knight 

“I had an excellent time visiting and touring the Alabama campus! 
I’ve always wanted to attend the University of Alabama, and until I 
began attending Lawson State, I didn’t think it was in the cards for 
me… Getting to tour the campus with the people who helped me 
get where I am was really an amazing feeling.” 

Brittany Welch 

“It was my first time visiting the University of Alabama campus, 
and I am excited that I was able to go.  The campus has so much 
history, symbolism, and beauty.  We received so much valuable  
information about transfer scholarships and their very own honors 
college [which included] many community service opportunities.  I 
can honestly say that I’ve never considered going to the University 
of Alabama until now.” 

Hunter Wooten                                                 
“Having never been to a university campus myself, I was         
astonished to see the sheer size of the University of Alabama.     
Although initially intimidating, the lifestyle of scholars there began 
to be appealing to me as we took  tour of the campus...The campus 
was beautiful and everyone I met there seemed like they really    
enjoyed being a part of it all. I’d like to attend UA if at all possible, 
but I will continue to keep my eyes peeled for other universities that 
might peek my interest. In the meantime, I’m enjoying my classes 
at  Lawson State and feel confident that Lawson will prepare me for 

a four-year  
institution.” 

THE HONORS COLLEGE TAKES A CLOSER 
LOOK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

Honors students take in the beautiful campus of UA. 

Honors Participants pose in front of historic Denny 
Chimes 

LSCC Honors students take a stroll through campus led by 
 a student tour guide. 

Ms. Nichole Evans, Admissions Recruiter, breaks down the 
benefits of being a student at the University of Alabama. 
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Jackson State University hosted its Transfer Day on   

February 19, 2016, and Lawson State was offered to   

participate.  Student Support Services traveled to      

Jackson, Mississippi, and several members of the Honors 

College tagged along for the ride. JSU did a great job 

organizing the event.  They were able to showcase some 

of their best programs and students, the JSU               

Ambassadors as well as their dynamic drama club. 

 

After the Transfer Day events were over, Lawson State 

participants took a cultural expedition to the COFO Civil 

Rights Education Center which was located right down 

the street from JSU. Founded in May 1961, the Council 

of Federated Organizations (COFO) was established by 

local and state civil rights leaders to create solidarity 

among all civil rights organizations functioning in the 

state of Mississippi during the 1960s. Making voter    

registration and education a top priority for the          

Mississippi movement, COFO was instrumental in      

organizing the 1963 Freedom Vote, the Mississippi  

Freedom Democratic Party, and the 1964 Mississippi 

Summer Project.  

Left to right: Honors College members Treasury Williams, 
Julian Dill, Brittney Terry, Terry McCollough, and Malik 
Bothwell were all honored. 

HONORS COLLEGE STUDENTS PARTICIPATE 
IN 2-Pi STEM’S 1ST WHITE COAT CEREMONY  

2016 Transfer Day at  
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY 

Above: JSU Ambassadors introduce themselves to the audience. 

The LSCC STEM Learning Community’s  STEM 

White Coat Ceremony was held on Wednesday, April 

20, 2016 from 5:30 - 6:30 pm in the Perry Ward 

ACATT Auditorium.   Dr. Devon Kennedy, Associate 

Professor of Chemistry at Georgia State University, 

was the guest speaker.  The white coat ceremony high-

lighted and acknowledged STEM students who        

successfully completed and presented research the   

previous academic year. Several Honors College      

students (pictured on the right) received the honor of 

participating in the ceremony and were formally 

“coated”: Julian Dill, Brittney Terry, and Terry 

McCollough. 

Above: Lawson State students visit the COFO Center in Jackson, 
MS. 
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The 2016 Honors & Awards Day  
was held on Thursday, April 14, 2016  

at the Bessemer Civic Center.   
This year’s theme was  

“A Celebration of Excellence and Achievement.”  
The students below represented  

the Honors College well as they received many of 
the honors and awards that day. 

Honors College  
Members 

Honors & Awards 

Dinah  
Hollingshead 

University of Alabama 
Scholarship 

Whitney Hinkle Auburn University  
Scholarship 

Ja’Kira Jackson Alabama A&M University 
Scholarship 

Melissa Knight Excellence in Speech Award 

Melissa Knight Toni Morrison Academic 
Achievement Award 

Melissa Knight University of Alabama 
Scholarship 

Melissa Knight Honors College Pillars of 
Excellence Award 

Latreyana Parker Auburn University       
Scholarship 

Latreyana Parker Dean of Students Award 

Karl Pruitt, Jr. George Washington Carver 
Science Award 

Brittney Terry Alabama A&M University 
Scholarship 

Brittney Terry AUM Scholarship 

Brittney Terry UAH Scholarship 

Brittany Welch Louise Alexander Award 

Treasury Williams AUM Scholarship 

Treasury Williams Troy University Scholarship 

Honors College  
Members 

Honors & Awards 

Malik Banks Outstanding Media          
Production Award 

James Brinkley Birmingham City Councillor 
Jay Roberson Award 

Hunter Brown UAB Scholarship 

Hunter Brown PTK Award/ All-Alabama 
Academic Team 

Erica Clayton Alabama A&M University 
Scholarship 

Julian Dill Alabama A&M University 
Scholarship 

Julian Dill 2-Pi STEM Academic     
Excellence Award 

Sonya Haines University of Alabama 
Scholarship 

Sonya Haines PTK Award/ All-Alabama 
Academic Team 

Sonya Haines Bessemer City Councillor 
Ronald Marshall Award 

Sonya Haines Humanities Academic 
Achievement Award 

Sonya Haines Langston Hughes Award 

Sonya Haines President’s Scholarship 
Award 

Sonya Haines Student Support Services 
Most Outstanding Student 

Sonya Haines UAB Scholarship 

James Brinkley,  
Honors College Member, 
receives an award 

Melissa Knight, Honors College 
Member and Speech instructor, 
Mrs. Melanie Wilson 
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All-Alabama Academic Team 
Each year, the ACCA recognizes students for their exemplary academic and leadership accomplishments at the All
-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program. This year the program was held on April 15, 2016 in           
Montgomery, Alabama.  Honors College members, Hunter Brown and Sonya Haines, were chosen to represent 
Lawson State Community College. 

 

Student Highlights— In Pursuit of Academic Excellence 
 

Name: 
Sonya Haines 
 
Major:  
English/Language Arts 
Education 
 
GPA: 4.0 
 
Intended University: 
University of Alabama 

Name:  
Hunter Brown 

 
Major:  

Business                  
Administration 

 
GPA: 3.89 

 
Intended University: 

UAB  

 

 

(Pictured to the left) Lawson State’s Administration 
and Honors College Directors came to support the 
honorees.   
 
Left to right:  
Darren Allen (Acting Dean of Students), Dr. Cynthia 
Anthony (Interim President of Shelton State), Sonya 
Haines (Honoree), Sharon Crews (Vice President of 
Administrative and Student Services), Hunter Brown 
(Honoree), Dr. Shawanda Thomas (Honors College 
Co-Director), Dr. Perry Ward (President of Lawson 
State), Dr. Bruce Crawford (Vice President of         
Instructional Services), Dr. Sherri Davis (Academic 
Dean), and Weymon Holloway (Honors College     
Director). 

The All-USA Community College Academic Team recognizes high achieving two-year college students who 
demonstrate academic excellence and intellectual rigor combined with leadership and service that extends their  
education beyond the classroom to benefit society. Twenty team members are named annually with each receiving 
a $5,000 scholarship, a total of $100,000 in scholarship awards. In addition to scholarships, team members are   
featured in the USA TODAY newspaper and presented at the annual President’s Breakfast held during the     
American Association of Community Colleges Annual Convention. 
 
The application process opens in September and applications are due in early December each year. An independent 
team of judges reviews the applications to determine scholarship recipients. Phi Theta Kappa notifies students    
selected as team members in March each year. 
 
The program is sponsored by Follett Higher Education Group and presented by USA TODAY with additional   
support provided by the American Association of Community Colleges and Phi Theta Kappa. Nominees to the All-
USA Community College Academic Team may also be considered for the Coca-Cola Community College         
Academic Team, New Century Scholars and All-State Community College Academic Teams when applicable. 
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MEET OPPORTUNITY.  
JOIN THE HONORS COLLEGE  
at Lawson State Community College! 

Join Today! 

Contact: 

Weymon Holloway,  

Director 

wholloway@lawsonstate.edu 

(205) 929-3454 

 

Dr. Shawanda Thomas, 

Co-Director 

sthomas@lawsonstate.edu 

(205) 929-3443 

 

E-mail: 

honorscollege@lawsonstate.edu 

 

Website: 

www.lawsonstate.edu 

 

 

Calling All Freshmen with: 
 3.3 - 4.0 GPA 
 20 or above ACT score 
 Maximum of one developmental education placement only 
 Absolutely no history of disciplinary issues in high school or in college 
 Active involvement in extracurricular activities  
 A great attitude and self-motivation 
 

Here’s How to Apply! 

Step 1:   Go to 
www.lawsonstate.edu 

Step 2:   Go to the 
“Quick Links” and click 
on “Honors College”  

Step 3: Click on “Honors 
College application” and 
complete. 

Step 4:  Ask an            
instructor to complete 
the recommendation 
form on the Honors   
College webpage. 

Step 5:  After completing 
the previous 4 steps, you 
will be contacted for a  
personal interview. 


